of domination in order to improve our understanding of capitalist economies and societies, and their crises, is needed (see also Tilley, in this volume). The severity of a crisis can only be gauged satisfactorily if we look at what is happening at the core of capitalist societies, namely in social reproduction and gendered labour divisions. This chapter thus seeks to provide a gendered analytical framework, focusing on the effects of crises in Western capitalism. More specifically, it provides a gendered political economy and state-theoretical approach for uncovering the different effects of economic crisis on women and men (see also Lux, 2013; Wöhl, 2014) . It thus outlines a perspective which is focused on normative constructions of gender and ethnicity, how these are reproduced in capitalist societies and thereby how they stabilize capitalist (re)production.
In discussing some of the gendered dimensions in contemporary analyses of capitalism and crisis, we argue for the importance of incorporating gender inequalities into critical CC research. Subsequently, we outline a framework for a gendered political economy analysis and then apply it to the cases of France and Spain in order to highlight the gendered effects of European crisis management.
Comparative Capitalisms: A gendered analysis of capitalism and crisis?
CC is a multifaceted research programme. A rough distinction can be made between (new) institutionalist and critical or (neo-)Marxist perspectives (Bruff et al., 2013; see also Coates and Ebenau et al., in this volume) . The institutionalist literature is most prominently embodied in the Varieties of Capitalism (VoC) approach (Hall and Soskice, 2001 ). The general strengths and weaknesses of this approach have already been discussed in greater detail elsewhere (see Coates and Bruff et al., in this volume) . What is important here is that one of the key omissions of the VoC approach is to blur the power asymmetries and gender inequalities that constitute the capitalist order as such. Since it misses a conception of the varying gender regimes of different welfare states (Walby, 2004) , it also neglects how contradictions of the capitalist mode of production are buffered in the private sphere and reinforced at the same time, thus externalizing those contradictions onto women's unpaid work in social reproduction. Due to the focus on institutions and a rather narrow conception of how institutions are (re)produced over time (Bruff, 2011) , the VoC approach is also badly equipped for an understanding of crises (see also Jessop and McDonough, in this volume) .
